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Forgiveness: The Glorious Face Of Love

TOLOVEISTO FORGIVE/
TO FORGIVE ISTO LOVE

When we witness a public example of forgiveness in
theface of an evil deed we are deeply toudched by such
nobility of heart. Such was the case when a brave
fathe went public in his forgiveness of thoe who
killed his daughter at Enniskillen. So, too, when the
Popevisited his would-be murderer in prison to extend
to him his persond forgiveness. These acts show us
why God asks usto forgive, for even the onlookea's are
ennobked by the deed, to say nothing of the
paticipators, for how can we scream for revengewhen
the injured party lovingly forgives? Doesn't the sight
somehow show uswhd it is to be truly human, and a
child of God?Forgivenessis a case of overcoming evil
with good, a demondration tha where sin abounds
grace aboundseven more (Rom. 5.21). Observing such
acts of heroism liberates us from the sickening feeling
tha the world is run by evildoes, and tha we are
hdplessin the face of such malice.
Forgivenessisthedivineingitutionfor dealing with
injudice. It breaks the cycle of evil, of tit-for-tat
revenge which serves only to increase the problem. It
not only breaks the cycle of evil but aso the power of
evil, neutralizing its effects. It is the equivalent of
taking the sword out of the enemies handsand break-
ing it leaving them defenceless. Forgiveness is the
liberating defence of the child of God. It is aso one of
the keys of the kingdomof Heaven, and those who use
it know the joy of God's presence in ther lives, and



aso of God's protection agang al enemies both
material and spiritud, for time and eternity.

When we buy a machine we nomally ge a
manufacturer's handbook with it. This book carries
indructions on the undestanding and correct use of
the machine It also indruds the usr on the
procedure in case of breakdown or malfundion. And
in the event of al else failing it provides the name,
address and telephonenunber of the manufacturers.
Our goodGod has provided uswith a "manufacturer's
handbook™ in the sacred scriptures, in which the
Creator and Redeemer of the human race tells His
creatures how to behave so tha they can live at the
highest level of ther beng. It carries ingrucions on
wha to do when thingsgo wrong and how to contact
Him in prayer. In this booklet we want to address the
subject of what to do when thingsgo wrong, and in
subsquent oneswe will deal with prayer.

With regard to forgiveness Jesus said: "Be com-
passionde as your Fathe is compassionde. Do not
judge and you will not be judged yourselves;, do not
condamn, and you will not be condemned yourselves,
grant padon,and you will be padonel. Give, andthere
will be gifts for you a full measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over, will be poured into
your lap; because the amount you measure out is the
amount you will be given back." Here the prindples of
successful living are spdled out TheLord tells us that
if we are compassionae we will never injure our
neighbour for compassion meanstha we look into the
other person's eyes and both perceive and feel thar
pan. This enables usto be merciful.

Aswell asfeelingtheotha's pan theLord wantsus
to refrain from judging or condanning them, which
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means that we refuse to join the cycle of evil, and we
aso refuse - out of love - to increase ther pan. We
leave all judice and judgment to God ultimately, for
He judges with fairness and full knowledge of al
circumstances. Stepping outside of the cycle of evil
altogeher, we then pardon the guilty one so tha the
burden of ther sin is not increased by the weight of
our condemnation, which might make it impossible for
them to recover or return to God. Jesus summarizes al
this by saying, "Be a giver" to others, for then you will
eerrienoe God'sunlimited generosity to you in every
sphee of life. Those who give padon receive padon
easly: thoe who give undestanding will be unde-
stood in time of need: those who refuse to condemn
will not be condemned themselves. In other wordsyou
reap wha you sow (Gal. 6.7-9, 5.13-24). To enter Into
judgment and condemnation, or worse still, revenge is
acr;wse of sowing the wind to reap the whirlwind (Hos
8.7).

EXAMPLES OF FORGIVENESS

There is nothing more wondeful than to be forgiven
after doing wrong. It affects us desply when someone
tells us that we have been let off the hook, tha there
will be no more about it, and that they continuether
frienddhip as if nathing had happened. One indinc
tively knows tha oneis loved, and moreover that tha
loveis unmerited. We have experienced mercy, atruly
divine gift. Let us look at some examples of it and
then go onto explore this wondeful gift tha God asks
usto give to othe's who have offended us
First, let us look at King David who lived one
thousnd years before Christ, and who, therefore, did
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not have the graces and oppotunities granted to us
who live in the era of divinemercy. David lived unde
the covenant of Moses which was much more severe
than the law of Christ which is al about love both
human and divine Unde the old covenant one was
expected to do away with onés enemies, not to have
mercy and forgive them, which is such a characteristic
of Christ (Matt. 5.44). The old law followed the Lex
Talionis "An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth"
(Ex. 21.24).

Our stories are in | Samud 24 and 26 where David
is on the run from King Saul, nat because of any fault
on his pat, but because of Saul's insane jealousy of
David's giftedness genegally and aso because of his
success in war (I Sam. 18.6-10). Saul was determined
to kill David by his own hand, so he pursued him
relentlesdy throughout Israel for years. As king he
could so easily have pad a hit man to do the job, but
he preferred to do it himsalf ingead of getting onwith
ruling his county. This frenzy to kill David consumed
him and drove him to search the county continuoudy
for David, who was, by then, denied al human rights.
Thingsgot so bad that it was dangeousto try to hdp
David for your life would be forfeit, as hgppened to
the priests of Nob (I Sam. 211-9, 226-23). The
situation became too dangeaous even for his family,:
who had to be left with the King of Moab (I Sam.
22.1-4).

In this context, and congdering tha we are dealing
with 1,000 years before Christ, we could expect that
David would desire only revengeon his enemy. But it
was not so. Saul, returning from engaging the Philis-
tines in batle, went with a force of 3,000 men to find
poor David who was hiding in the recesses of a cave at
Engdli, near the Dead Sea. It so happened tha Saul
went unaccompanied into the same cave to ease him-
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self, thusunwittingly putting himself in David's power.
David's men urged him to take revenge for such a
golden oppotunity might not come agan, yet he
refused. Indead, he sneaked up behind the king and cut
off a small piece of the king'scloak as evidence of his
mercy. When Saul left the cave David followed him,
caled, and showed the piece of cloth publicly before
the assembled army as proof of his forbearance and
forgiveness.

Saul was deeply touched. He wept aloud saying:
"You are a more upright man than I, for you have
repad me good while | repad you evil. Today you
have crowned your goodneas towards me since the
Lord had put me in your power yet you did notkill me.
When a man comes on his enemy, does he let him go
unnolested? May the Lord reward you for the
goodneas you have shown me today.” Whereupon Saul
begged David to swear tha he would never cut off
Saul's descendants when he came to the throne David
took the oath and kept it (see 2 Sam. 9.1-13).

| Samud 26 gives yet another example of David
trying to toud the heart of his enemy with forgiveness
and mercy, for Saul had learned nothing, and had not
alowed David to return home after the last inddent.
He was 4ill an outaw. Saul was agan searching for
David to kill him, but David outwitted him. He entered
theking'stent during the night as the army camped out
in the open. He quietly stole Saul's sword from beside
his head as he dept in his tent surroundel by his
deeping bodyguadd Then going out again David
aroused the army from sleep by calling the king. He
showed the evidence of his mercy and forbearance yet
agan, for the sword revealed tha David had been
inddetheking'stent and had still left him unnolested.

This time the forgiveness broughta confession of sin
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from Saul, but unfortunaely for himself and everyone
assodated with him, it did not bring abouta change of
heart. Saul replied: "I have snned. Come back, my son
David; | will never harm you agan since you have
shown such respect for my life today. Yes, my course
has been folly and my error grave.” And David was
blessed by his mortal enemy, for human bengs are
deeply moved by the nobility of forgiveness, even
when they are as sick in mind and spirit as Saul was at
tha time.

THE FORGIVENESS OF JOSEPH

The Book of Genesis also furnishes a moving tale of
forgiveness in the story of the patriarch Joseph, who
suffered untold injugice from his own family, being
sold into davery just because his brothers were jealous
of his giftedness (Gen. 37). To add insult to injury,
when hewas doing well at hisjob as the dave steward
of Potipha in Egypt he found himself thrown into
prison because of unjug accusations on the pat of
Potipha's lugful wife.

It seemed he would spend therest of his lifein jail
for he had no oneto take his part or plead his cause.
He was one of the poorwho only have God to turn to,
and if God is not jug and kind they have no hope
Joseph never heard Psalm 34, which was written
centuries later, yet he experienced what tha psalmist
wrote: "A cry goes up from the poor man, and the
Lord hears, and hdps him in al his troubles® (v. 6).
"The Lord is near to the broken hearted, He hdps
thoe whos spirit is crushed” (v. 18). "Hardships in
plenty beset the virtuous man, but the Lord rescues
him from them al" (v. 19). If Joseph could not.
master the lesson of forgiveness he was not only
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dooned to rot in prison, but he would have the added
misery of bitterness, hared, and a desire for revenge
tha would do nothing but destroy his own spirit.

Yet that did not hgppen, for we are continuousy
told throughout the tale tha "the Lord was with
Joseph” (Gen. 392, 5, 21). It seemed tha he was
dooned to a terible fate; that life had served him a
poor hand, but it was not so. This was the schooling
that made Joseph the man of God tha he became, and
it turned him into thefirst saviour of Israel. God raised
him high, second only to Pharaoh, and gave this
wondeful servant, who learned to forgive and trus
God in al circumstances, the great task of saving the
starving poor of theworld in his own day, and he was
the only man with the wisdom of God to handle the
situation (Gen. 40, 41 esp. vv. 38-39). Joseph learned
the wisdom of forgiveness, and through prayer he got
the strength from God to endure, and triumph over al
adverse circumstances.

It was the famine tha drove Joseph's brothers to
Egypt in search of food They who had shown no
mercy to ther young brothe now beg him for food
for ther whole tribe (Gen. 4221). Joseph recognized
them, but they did not recognize him since they were
convinced tha he was dead. Unde these
circumstances Joseph had an ideal oppotunity for
revenge It would have been so easy to get even.
Would Joseph repay evil with evil? How great mug
have been the temptation since they were a his
mercy! But no. He was a man of God. He merely
worked on them to get his brother Benjamin to come
to Egypt so tha he could Sowly become acquanted
with his family again. His forgiveness of his brothers
was truly heroic. He acknowledgad tha God had
trandormed his misery into glory: "Do not grieve,
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do not reproach yourselves for having sold me here,
since God sent me here before you to preserve your
lives ... so it was not you who sent me here, but God ...
and he kissed al his brothers weeping over them"
(Gen. 451-15). _ _
Joseph repad his brothers goodingead of evil, and
heit was who broughtisrael to Egypt as the guests of
the great potentate Pharaoh who would do anything for
his great servant Jogaph (Gen. 46, 47). Aslong as the
phaaohsremembered Joseph all was well for thetribes
of Israel in Egypt Joseph'sforgiveness was the key to
opening Egyptto Israel. Forgiveness on the part of his
descendants might have changed their subsequent his-
tory, for forgiveness is the key to opening all doars on
Planet Earth. It is also oneof the keys to the kingdom
gidhleaven, for it opens the door to savation, as we
see.

NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES
OF FORGIVENESS

One of the mog toudhing examples of forgiveness in
the New Testament is that of the first martyr Stephen
in Acts 7. Stephen is described as an idedl disciple of
Jesus in Acts 6.5-7.15; He was a man full of faith and
full of the Holy Spirit; adso filled with grace and
power, working miracles and great signs among the
people. He was also a dynamic preacher, full of
wisdom because he alowed the Lord to goven al tha
he said and did. It is not difficult to see tha envy and
jedlousy would get to work on such a peson,
especially from thos in ministry who were failing
Godin dl thewaystha Stephen served Him.

Stephen was arrested secretly and taken for trid
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before the same Sanhedrin tha had tried his Master
without pity or judice, so the disciple would know
tha he could expect the same treatment tha his
Master received. In fact Stephen's trial was an exact
replica of Jesus oneg for the Sanhedrin procured false
witnesses to testify agand him by twisting his
teaching in such a way that it could be construed tha
he had blasphened agang the Temple. It was one
thing for Jesus to triumph pesondly over such
injudice, but could a weak creature like ourselves do
the same?

The answver is aresounding yes! Jesus had promised
tha when he had triumphed over sin, desth and Hell for
us tha His disciples would be able to do the same
works as He did Himself because he would be at the
Fathe's side making intercession for us (John 14.12).
Stephen was standing before this unjug human court,
but he raised the eyes of his soul to the Supreme Court
of Heaven and behdd Jesus in vison at the right hand
of the Father and knew tha all that had been promised
would befulfilled. Thushe could endute this disastrous
trial and the summary execution that followed it. Before
he died Stephen imitated his Master for thelast time on
earth by dying with the same words of Jesuson hislips
"“Lord Jesusreceive my spirit." Then he kndt down and
said aoud, "'Lord do not hold this sin againg them,
and with these wordshefell adeep in death.”

The text tells us tha Saul (later Paul) entirely
approved of thekilling (Acts 8.1). But tha was notthe
end of the matter, for this gloriousdeath haunted Saull,
preparing his soul for the dramatic conve'sion he had
later when he became the great missonay of the
Master for whom Stephen had given his life. There is
no doubt that the martyr's blood pleaded for the
salvation of the persecutor's soul, thus cancelling out
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the evil and creating an even greater good, for Saul
would himself become the untiring preacher of Jesus
and |leave behind the testimony of a great harvest won
for the Lord, many writings of unsurpassed wisdom,
and thefind witness of afife laid down for the Master.
He, too, became a martyr for Jesus Stephen had not
died in vain, for Paul was pat of Stephen's harvest for
God. This is yet another example of the fact that God
works very differently fromus andtha it isso hard for
usto even fathom His wa%s (Isa. 556-9; Rom. 11.33--
36). It also demondrates the miracle-working power of
forgiveness.

There are otha examples of forgiveness too, in the
missionay work of the apogles, who, indead of beng
thanked for the work they did for people, were perse-
cuted everywhere they went, yet they never held a
grudgeagang anyonefor the dreadful treatment meted
out to them. The Sanhelrin in Jerusalem persecuted
them as long as they remained there (Acts 4 & 5), yet
they merely grew strongeg as a result of the
persecution. Not only would they not waste ther
precious life-energy on the negaivity of bitterness or
resentment, but they were hgppy to suffer for the name
of Jesus, and they prayed tha God would give them
more boldness in preaching and teaching, and multiply
the signs tha proved that Jesus was risen and glori-
ou)ﬂy present, thoughunseen in ther midg (Acts 4.23
31).

Ther reaction to hurt was so triumphant tha it
paaysed thar enemies, the best of whom had to admit
that in persecuting these disciples they could be
fighing agang God Himself (Acts 5.39). The
Chrigtian missionaies have continuel thear triumphant
march throughhistory andno enemy has succeeded in
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wiping them out, for the enemy does not undestand
that forgiveness is an unassailable fortress defended
bv God Himself.

THE PROBLEM OF UNFORGIVENESS

The problem of unforgivenessis all too common, and
it has many guises. Some people tumn-in on
themselves nursing a grudgeor resentment for years
on end, turning the matter over and over in ther
mindsuntil it reaches hugepropottions Y et they may
never say anything to the party concerned, so tha the
problem remains unolved. In the meantime the
offendea may have forgotten the inddent, and
congequently cannotundestand why the other person
is so resentful and bitter, and so impossible to live
with, maybefor awhole lifetime.

Thisis utterly tragic, and a waste of a human life,
for we cannot be postive and creative about life
while nursing such negaive thoughs in our hearts.
Negativity cancels out credtivity, and so the one who
nurses resentment harms themselves more than the
offende did in thefirst place. Many people are ther
own worst enemy, for they hold themselves boundby
past events tha they never let go of, and thus they
spoil the possibility of enjoying present relationships
and thejoy of even handling life propely.

Life mug be very confined and confining if every
time we are hurt we store tha hurt away and cut the
offender off our list of relationships We would even-
tudly end up a prisonea in our own home, or worse
still, in our own mind, or go mad atogeher. This can
be the beginning of a desp depresson or mental
breakdown, both of which are often assodated with
unforgiven hurts. There is no point in going to a
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psychiatric hogpital for a "magic cure’ when
confession and forgiveness can bring about headling of
hurts with no finandal cod. The healing of memories
through prayer is so effective in this matter, and can
bring not only total relief, but wipe out even the
memory altogether, leaving onecompletely free.
Forgiveness is one of the keys to handling life
successfully, whereas unforgiveness is a case of
putting the noo® aroundonés own neck to choke off
al possibility of experiendng real love. Forgiveness
is an expression of love tha makes it posible to
continue a relationship after a problem has arisen, or
an offence has been given. If tha forgiveness is
withhdd then the offende is hdd bound and the
relationship is thereby blocked. The bdl is in the
court of the offended one who can blodk real living
from now on jug by refusng this wondeful sign of
loveto onethey say tha they love Thereisno love if
forgiveness is lacking, because it means tha the so-
caled love is conditiond on certain behaviour. We
mug look at our responsbility here, for Jesussaid: "If
you forgive men'ssing they are forgiven them; if you
hold them bourd, they are hdd bound”(John20-23).
We mug now look at the effect of this refusal to
forgive. Jesus said tha if we here on earth hold a
peson bound in thear sin they are hdd bourd in
Heaven. In othe words we hold them for judgment.
What afrightful thing! We would not like anyoneto do
that to ud Don't we al hope tha the things we have
doneto othes will be forgatten? Don't we feel hurt
when someone lets us know tha they remember our
faults? Isn't there a sense of bitterness when we redlize
tha someone refuses to forgive us? Does it make us
friendly towardsthem, or negative? Does it enhance or
block relationsip? If we know the pan of beng
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unforgiven surely we will undestand Jesus command
to forgive!l Unforgiveness blocks life, blocks relation
ships and, as we shdl see later, it effectively blocks
prayer and the possibility of healing from the Lord. It
can be called "spiritud cholesterol" which blocks up
the channds of life and causes spiritud heart attacks
and the possibility of spiritud deasth. And it is al so
unnecessary, when God gives us the grace to forgive.
Wha we cannotdo of ourselves He makes possible.

Forgiveness mug be given not only by individuds,
but also by groupswho find themselves in oppostion,
like the apartheid problem everywhere. So aso mug
thevariousgroupswho call themselves Christians but
who oppo® and condeann each othe on dodrind
grounds Forgiveness and recondliation would bring
aboutthe miracle of the healing of the Body Of Christ
in the world, afact that would occasion great renewal
and restoration to the Church. Nations too, mug
forgive if we are not to continue destroying ourselves
in world wars. Forgiveness would bring about
internaional coopeation on al levels indead of the
factions on ndaiond and internaiond level tha
destroy trade as well as 'goodrelations You will say
that thisistooidedigtic. Listen to the lament of Psalm
2, which isfulfilled when revengeand selfishness rule
theworld:

Why this uproar anongthe naions? Why
thisimpotent muttering of pagans- kings
onearthrisinginrevolt,

princes plotting againg theLord and his Anointed,
"Now let usbreak ther fetters!

Now let usthrow off their yokd"

The rest of the psam shows tha warring and
rebdlious naions force the hand of God to come in

21



judgment to restore order and the law of God, which
alone brings peace. Thuswe have in our own hands
the power to have a world at peace or at war. It is
exactly wha Moses said to the Isradlites in the desert:
"Today | set before you life and progerity, or desth
and disaster . . . choog lifethen!" (Deut. 30.15-20)

THE CURSE OF REVENGE

While some people nurse resentment againg offendas
and remain negative, but outwardly inactive, others
resort to revenge They are determined to get even, so
they become judge jury and law officers, deciding to
deal with the offendea according to ther own rules.
This spdls disaster, for there will be no justice, and
mog certainly no mercy, for the revengetaken is very
often out of all propottion to the offence. Retaliation or
revengeis forbidden by the Lord. Leviticus 19.18:"Do
not seek revenge or bear a grudgeagang one of your
people, but love your neighbouras yourself. | am the
Lord". Proverbs 20:22: "Do not say, 'I'll pay you back
for this wrong! Wait for the Lord and he will deliver
you." Romans 12:17: "Do not repay anyone evil for
evil. Be careful to do wha is right in the eyes of
everybody". | Peter 3:9: "Do notrepay evil with evil, or
insult with inault, butwith blessing, because to this you
were called so tha youmay inheait ablessing™.

The scriptures provide us with examples of revenge
because all scriptureisgiven to usfor our learning, and
we mug learn what not to do from looking at these
examples given (2 Tim. 3.15-17). We have the case of
the infamous Jezebd in | Kings 19 who decided to kill
the prophe Elijah because, on Mount Carmel, he had
dealt with the false prophes who broughtapogasy and
immorality to the nation. She swore an oah tha in 24
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hours Elijah himself would be killed by her agency.
But hedid notdiefor theLord protected him.

The infamous Herodias in the Gogpd took violent
revenge on John the Baptist by beheading him at a
birthday paty! And this because the Lord's servant
asked for her repentance in order to bring he salvation
(Matt. 14.3-12). The Nazarenes took revenge on Jesus
by trying to kill Him because He claimed to be the
Messiah, but yet could do no miracles among them
because of thar unbdief (Luke 4.29). Later the Jaws of
the Dispersion took an oath to kill Paul because they
g%id g;et his missonay work was harming them (Acts

12).

Jug as the examples of forgiveness above left us
with a goodfeeling, and a sense of beng ennobkd, so
these examples which have been related so briefly,
leave us with a bad feeling. The odour of sandity
flows from the forgiveness group, and the stench of
wickedness comes from these, thusrevealing to ustha
forgiveness is a fruit of the Spirit and revenge has its
source in Hell, and makes hdl for others. There can be
no judice where revengereigns One can only pity its
victims, for no good can come of it, unless the victim
can overcome the evil with ther heroic forgiveness as
in Stephen'scase, cited above

THE LOVING MERCY OF JESUS

Examples of Jesus forgiveness and mercy abourd in
the gogd. The passages relating these events are
often our favourite readings because they revea the
heart of God so wondefully to us and make us feel
confident in His presence and more able to come to
Him with our own troubles. L et ustake the example of
the woman taken in adultery in John8.1-11. Thisis a
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wondeful story which has an Old Testament
counerpat in the story of the innoent Susanna in
Daniel 13. Susannds case was tha of an innoe@nt
victim beng brought to execution because of the
revenge of two frudrated rapists. Because of he
innoence she could call on God'sjustice to come to
her aid. TheLord heard her cry and stirred up the spirit
of prophecy in young Daniel, who expod the truth.
Thus the innoent woman was set free, and the
punishment aboutto begiven to her was, in fact, given
to her two enemies. Susannawas vindicated.

Susannds story leaves one ddighted at the justice of
God on the one hand, and with an uneasy feeling on
the other, for how many of us could afford to pray for
judice? Certainly a sinna could nott Judice is the last
thing a sinneg needs, since Psalm 49.7-9 says tha
"man could never redeem himself or pay his ransom to
God: it cogs so much to redeem his life, it is beyond
him". So if we only had Susannds story it would give
little conlationto sinne's.

Thisis precisely where the other story comesin, for
in it we are dealing with a woman who committed the
sin for which Susannawas accused. Did God find a
way for the guilty to approach Him too?The answer is
"Yes!" for He revealed to Moses at the beginning of
the spiritud joumey of the Chosen People tha He was
"TheLord, a God of tendaness and compassion, slow
to angea, rich in kindness and faithfulness; for thow
sandshe maintains his kindness, forgives faults, trans
gressons sin; yet helets nothing go unchecked . . . ."
(Exodus34:6-8).

Theway to heaven for snnesisthroughthe gate of
God's infinite mercy, which is undeserved love It is
this undeserved love tha is found.in John 8 which is
so beautiful to observe. A group of men took this
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woman to Jesus saying tha they had caughther in the
very act of committing adultery, which of course
means tha they were hidden in he bedroom They
had set a trap for the poor woman who was now
destined to be the victim of ther unfoundel zeal for
the letter of the Law, for they wanted to stone her to
desth. They asked Jesusto pronoune judgmnent.

He was to be the New Daniel, and expose the truth.
In this, of course, they were setting a trap for Jesus
also, for Rome had removed the right to execute from
the Sanheadrin. They already knew Jesus mercy for
snnas, and they wanted an excuse to hand him over
to either the Sanhadrin if he spokeagang the Law or
to the Roman authorities if heinitiated the execution.
The poor woman is merely a pavn in this crud game
set up also to trap Jesus Therevenge of these men is
horrible, for nether thewoman'slife nar tha of Jesus
is of any value to them. They don't care if both lives
areforfeit.

The New Daniel went into action as the Finge of
God writing to the dug of the earth (a symbol of man,
whos name is "dust”", Adamah) regarding its sinful-
ness. Thus ddicately, Jesus allowed the men to know
tha He congdered them guilty, since they congired to
catch the woman, and they now conspire to kill her -
and Jesud Jesus insisted tha if the Law of Moses
were to be imposd, it would be imposd properly
which meant that thejudgehad to bewithoutsin! And
Jesus had just exposed thar sin, so if they wished to
avoid His judgment they had to leave, which they did!
He was so merciful to them. He did not condemn these
men, but gave them an oppotunity to repent, andin so
doing he also saved their victim.

Jesus had been the only one present without sin,
but ingead of stoning the woman He forgave her.
This does not mean tha he condonel thesin, but that
He gave he an oppatunity to begin aganliving a
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new and decent life worthy of herself, and of her status
as a child of God. "Jesuslooked up and said, ‘'woman,
where are they? Has no one condenned you?'No one
gr', she replied. "Neither do | condemn you', said
Jesus. "Go away and don'tsin any more' " (John8.11).
The ddicacy of Jesus here is lovdy. The woman has
nothing to fear in His presence. Her person and her life
are both safe, and eternd life is offered too. He asks
her to live, andlove, in aworthy way.

THE COMMAND TO FORGIVE

Not everyoneis called uponto forgive heroically, but
al are commandal to forgive. Jesus says in Matthew
6.14: "Yes if you forgive othes ther failings your
heavenly Father will forgive you yours; but if you do
not forgive othe's, your Father will not forgive your
failings either™. And in Luke 174 He says. "If your
brother does something wrongreprove him and, if heis
sorry, forgive him. And if hewrongsyou seven times a
day and seven times comes back to you and says ‘| am
sorry', you mug forgive him".

First of al Jesus presents us with atwo-edged sword
by trying God'sforgiveness of uson to our forgiveness
of othersl Nasty isn't it? God knows His creatures very
well, and He therefore knows how unjusg we are,
wanting forgiveness for ourselves but not so keen to
pass this gift of life on to others, so He ties bath of
them togeher, and makes them conditiond each on the
other. Is there anything more tha a sinneg needs than
God'sforgiveness? Withoutit there is no salvation! We
are doonmed to Hell, which is the eternd loss of God's
presence and love This means the utter, complete
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frudration of our being, no matter wha "materia” form
it takes!

Listen to a paraphrase of Psalm 130:"Lord | cry to
you from the depths of my sinfulness and my unbdief;
from the degp abyss of falen human naure which
craves for pleasure, money and power, the three great
idolatries. Lord, you mus hear me! Oh! listen compas-
sionaely to onewho can name the problem but can do
nothing to resolve it without your forgiveness. Lord |
am horrified when | look at myself. | am horible in my
own eyes. Wha mug | be like before your gaze which
is so holy? Please do not look at my faults, oh Lord,
otherwise | will not be able to withgand your Presence.
Have mercy on me, since you are Mercy, and | believe
on your Word. My soul, woundel and depressed,
confides and relies in you, and in your promises. From
dawn till dug, that is from my youth till my old agel
will hopeinyou."

Anyone who has faced thar own need of God's
forgiveness would find it an intolerable burden if God
would notforgive us for theweight of our guilt would
endave us for eternity. We would hate God if there
was nothing tha could make usright in His sight. It
would draw the very worgt traits from us and we
would become veritable satans, vindictive, and
dedicated to evil. Moreover, we would accuse God of
being unjust snce He in fact, was the only One who
could get us out of the fix we got ourselves into. It is
abolutely essential for the continuance of the human
race that God would be merciful andforgive. For if He
would not forgive, how could we expect anyoneelse
to do so? And life on earth withoutforgiveness would
beaveritable hdl, and definitely notworth living.

Soitisimperative tha God should forgive. Psalm
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103 celebrates God's forgiving love, and compares it
to the tendaness of a father who 1inderstands the

foibles of histiny ones.

BlesstheLord, my soul,

and remember al hiskindnesses:

in forgiving all your offences,

in curing all your diseases,

in redeeming your life fromthepit,

in crowning you with love and tendeness,
in filling your years with progerity,

in renewing your youth like an eagle's.

The Lord istende and compassionde,
dow to ange, mog loving;
hisindignaion does notlast forever,
his resentment exists a short time only;
he never treats us never punishesus
asour guilt and oursinsdeserve.

No less than the height of heaven over earth

isthe greatness of hislovefor those who fear him;
hetakes our sinsfurther away

than theeast is from thewest.

Astendealy as afathe treats his children,
s0 the Lord treats those who fear him:
heknows wha we are made of,
heremembeaswearedud . ..

Even when we have sinned greatly - as distina from
the ordinary everyday falls - we still expect God to
undestand and forgive. We still expect Him to forget!
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An example of this was when King David sinned
greatly athough God had blessed him greatly in so
many ways. As aresult of his sexual greed he brought
a woman down in adultery, and tried to cloak his sin
by murdeing hea hudand "legitimately" in war.
Because of this David's nearest neighbous lost ther
reputation, thar lives, thar propeaty - which would
have reverted to the crown. They log thear right to
thar own lives, ther privacy, and ther own spouses,
jug because of one man's greed! When the sin was
presented to David ddicately cloaked in a parable, he
said that the man who committed such fou deeds
oughtto die! It was the prophdé Nathan's unpleasant
task to inform him that hewas that filthy, lousy sinne!
Wha we can see quite clearly in someoneelse's caseis
much more difficult to see in owr own (2 Samud 11,
12).

Yet, as soon as David acknowledged his sin he
expected God to undestand and forgive him! His
prayer is foundin Psalm 51 where he asks God for
tende mercy, something he was not prepared to give
his neghbous! He pleaded weakness and origind sin
as mitigating factors and said tha he was bom a
snne, and therefore God should undestand such
weakness. Yet he showed no mercy or undestanding
to hiswoundel neéighbous who were very weak before
a great potentate like David. They had no court of
appeal when the highest in the land was ther enemy.
Isn'tit strangetha we expect from God what we refuse
to our naghbous? Isthisjug?

Nathan mediated God's forgiveness, His unmerited
absplution and loving kindness to David in 2 Samud
12.14. It was this unlimited, undeserved love of God
that broke David, for he knew tha any person coming
before him unde these circumstances would have been
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summarily executed without mercy. But God is differ-
ent. He would rather aliving repentant sinne to adead
unrepentant one because such a onewould have log
salvation, for "God wants everyoneto be saved and to
reach full knowledge of the truth” (I Tim. 2.5). It was
this divine wisdom tha made David go and repent
propealy, as is seen in Psalm 51. He then undestood
tha he needed deep cleanang from God if he were not
to repeat thecrime.

True repentance in our own lives furnishes us with
the wisdom required to truly forgive others. Let us
listen to Paul in Colossans 3.13: "Bear with one
another; forgive each other as soonas aquarel begins
The Lord has forgiven you; now you mug do the
same." Paul was one of thoe sinnes who had been
forgiven much, so he taught the judice of passing on
that forgiveness to othe's. He also provided the true
motivation for forgiveness, especially for thoe oc
casonswhen we feel tha it cods too much. We are to
remember tha God has forgiven us when we least
deserved it.

To prevent a big criss beween people from
brewing up to storm force, Paul advises in Ephesians
4.32:"Be friendswith oneanother, and kind, forgiving
each othe as readily as God forgave you, in Christ."
So Paul, like Jesus, expects usto keep our grace up to
date! For if we deal with today's problems today, we
will avoid tha big bug-up tha few are able to face.
Having that big row very often produes more heat
than light, and so the energy generated is of no use in
building relationships Indead it often produces
accusationsout of all propottion to reality, which only
increases the level of hurt, and the difficulty of
reaching a solution.
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UNREASONABLE FORGIVENESS?

Once the subject of forgiveness is brought up we al
produce situaions where we claim tha forgiving tha
person in those circumstances would only increase the
problem, and so our forgiveness could in fact befeeding
the problem ingead of solving it. Let us address this
aspect of forgiveness tha seems to us unreasonable.

Luke put it well when he said tha if someonehurt you
seven times a day and seven times came back and said
"sorry" that we are to forgive them. Isthere anyonewho
bdieves tha this is reasonale behaviour? Is thee
anyone prepared to expeiment with this prindple?
Don't we wak off saying tha we can't be fanaics! ...
nor dopes! Surely Jesus does not demand that we allow
people to walk all over us? and misuse us? Surely not

The case tha Lukeis dealing with involves a person
really trying to overcome something, but they keep
failing ... and they keep repenting! It is also a private
matter involving only two people, so it isordinary faults
that are at stake. In tha situaion Luke says "Be like
God", for that is the way God behaves towards al His
creatures. Luke 6.36 fits in here: "Be merciful, as your
heavenly Father is merciful”. Luke says tha we should
dofor this repentant snne what parents do for children
who keep making mistakes in learning, and the loving
paents patiently correct them, hdp them, affirm and
lovethem until they become indgpendent and proficient
at whatever is the problem. This poor snna may be
trying to overcome their bad temper, which seemsto get
worse indead of getting better. They may be trying to
control thar tongueand apologize each time they fail.
Help them indead of criticizing them!
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Even to laugh ingead of taking the whole matter too
serioudy would release the tendon in the situdion, and
may even cure the problem.

Ah! can | hear you say tha this does not represent all
cases? Wha about thoe who appear to be incorrigible,
who need to be taughta lesson? Am | not jug exposng
myself to beng used or abused by someone who has no
intention of changing? Wha abou the case when | run
into a "brick wall"? Certain problems in the home do
need to be addressed if younglives are not to be ruined,
and afflicted spouses face an early grave from stress and
sudained tenson ove long peiods of time. Such is the
case in families where addictive or compulsive behaviour
is manifested. Such isthe case of abnomal psychological
behaviour tha requires professond hdp, so tha afamily
iIs not subjected to mental torture, or emotiond
manipulationin all its variousguises.

Does forgiveness cove al this? Yesl Then does
forgiveness mean tha you don'tface thereal problem and
deal with it? No! Forgiveness is not a case of running
away from redlity, but of facing reality with the hdp of
divine grace, so that thebest solution can befourd for all
paties concerned. Forgiveness makes it possible for tha
solution to be offered without negaivity, or
vindictiveness of any kind. In other words it is an
important manifestation of love rea love tha prefersto
suffer for the good of the other paty. Loving another
personin time of need often entails suffering to al paties
concerned untl the hedling is found, and then true peace
entersinto the situdion, which settles down.

Wha motivates us to act to find a solution to a
problem is often the pan we fedl regarding it, or the bad
effects produed by the problem manifesting itself.
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But forgiveness does not exist in thefedings it existsin
thewill of the person graced by God. The feelingsmay
be very hurt, the emotionsmay be very bruised, but the
will agreesto coopeate with God'sway of doingthings
so tha no persond vendetta is carried out No revenge
is taken, and no tit-for-tat hurts. To behave thusis to be
pat of the problem, and such behaviour can only
worsen things untl life becomes hdl for all concerned.

To forgive means to choos to hold tha person
withou judgment in love and prayer, and to assis them
in every way possible towards a solution. Sometimes
this involves action; sometimes silence, depending on
circumstances. Once the will, aided by grace, agrees to
forgive, the person has stepped outside the arena of evil
and can assist in the solution. On a psychological level
this releases a burden of tenson and guilt off the
offende, giving them a clearer mind to face facts. It is
had to face anything unde a cloud of accusationsand
suspicions

Theremovd of judgment, accusation, suspicion, and
revenge changes the atmogpheae in the hous signifi-
cantly, and makes away for the Lord to comein and act
on your behdf as Saviour. It makes it easier for the
offende to hear wha has to be said, and frees them
somewha to respond. It aso removes one of thar
excuses, which is your behaviour towardsthem! And so
it isolates the problem more. It , uncomplicates the
issues to be handled; it begins the unravelling process.
It also meanstha your prayer on behdf of that person
can now be heard because unforgiveness blocks prayer
completely, making it useless. God is love and only
prayer madein love makes an impression on love Love
is the environment for healing, and the prerequisite for
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miracles. Do you need a miracle in your situaion?
Then forgive, and face redlity in lowe. Pray through
love, and the DivineLovewill hear you.

STRUGGLING TO FORGIVE

Life provides us with plenty of oppotunities to
become proficient in forgiveness. People often hurt us
without even beng aware of it. Others are so wrapped
up in themselves tha they do not notice ther
behaviour affects you deeply in a negaive way. Yet
agan, there are those poa souls who are spiteful and
mean, and relationdhips with them border on the
impossible, and this without taking into account
recognized abnomal paternsof behaviour.

Marriage can be destroyed when people think that
thar adult life should be goveaned by reactions they
gave to paents in the distant past, so tha present
spouskes become aware that they are not even persons
but mere representationsof childhoodproblems. In this
way a wife can be trandated "mothe™, or a husand
"father™, or even "authority figure", and they are not
alowed to bethemselves at al. And of course it is not
posible to verbdize the myriad permutations and
combinations of al sorts of unsolved problems tha
complicate persond relationdhips and rende marriage
amog difficult chdlengefor anyonewho wants to be
thar own person indead of beng shoved into a patern
of behaviour aien to them. It is so very urgent for usto
ge our act together in this essential area of persond
relationships since our own happiness, and thewelfare
of our children, depend on it, let alonethe survival of
marriageitsalf.

Forgiveness isnotmagic, and it does nat produe
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magical effects. It is a costly way of handling life tha
bringsabout the ultimate good of each person involved in
adtuation. It can only be opeated by someonewho loves,
and who is prepaed to bear the cog of loving in a
chdlenging situaion. Therefore do not expect tha one
little act of forgiveness will transorm your spous or your
misbehaving teenage! Some people can put up quite a
resistance, becoming worse before they begin to change
for the better. This is because forgiveness is pat of
spiritud warfare and the great enemy of souls, Satan, does
not want this situation resolved, because his busnessis to
create hell both now, during ow lifetime, and aso
hereafter. So many families who do not bdieve in a hdl
hereafter are experiencng it now. Wha a deception! Wha
adisaster!

Both heaven and hdl can be, and are experienced now,
everywhere in sodety. The signsof heaven are love, joy
and pesece, dffirmation, coopeation, trus and self-
sacrificing service. Whereas the signs of hdl are the
absnce of love the presence of drife, condennaion,
judgement, revenge suspicion, theabsence of trug, and all
the negativity tha makes life impossible. As soon as one
walksinto a houg onecan sense theatmogpheae and know
whether we have entered the portals of heaven or hdl. Itis
SO easy to see, s0 impossible to hide for thevery air cries
out its protest againg us when we sin. As Jesus taught us
these signs represent two distincdly different kingdons
with different frames of reference, different fruits and
different destinies beyond the grave. Let us remind
oursalves agan of the words of Moses in Deuteronony
30.15-20: "see, today | set before you life and progeity,
desth and disaster. If you obey the commandments of the
Lord your God . . . if you love the Lord your God and
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follow His ways ... you will live and increase, and the
Lord your God will bless you in the land tha you are
entering to make your own. But if your heart strays ...
you will mog certainly perish ... Choog life then, so
tha you and your descendants may live, in the love of
the Lord your God, obeying his voice, clinging to him;
forinthisyourlifeconsss. . ."

The choice to experience heaven or hdl lies entirely
with ourselves, and we mug pay the price, and live out
the conequences of tha choice. There is no cheap
grace, and life offers us oppotunities to show wha
metal we are made of. Life chdlenges us to be
overcomers, not jelly-babies afraid of every whiff of
trouble. Thereis aprice to pay for hgopiness and peace
and Jesus showed usthe way, for He won our salvation
at the price of His preciousblood, terrible torture, and
death. Let uslook to him now as our modd, and see the
choice tha He made wha life offered Him in
exchange for His love wha He did about hurts,
rejection, hatred, supicion, accusations induding false
accusations But first let us look at His teaching on
forgiveness.

PETER'S STRUGGLE WITH FORGIVENESS

Jesus teaching is clear and unanbiguous If you want
to stay in rightrelationship with God you mug forgive
- adways, and unde al circumstances. Peter was
caled to take the shephed'srole in Jesus place after
the crudfixion, so it was imperative tha he would
undestand the mind of his Master. So he questioned
Him in Matthew 18.21-22."Lord" he said, "how often
mug | forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As much
as seven times'? Jesus answered, "Not seven, | tell
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you, but seventy times sevenO 1@n sure Peter was
sorry tha he asked, for now he could no longe plead
ignorance!

Peter lived in a fishing village caled Bethsaida on
the shores of Lake Galilee where he worked as a
fisherman. The poor people there literally lived almog
on top of each other, in difficult political, soaal and
religious circumstances. They had to pay exorbitant
taxes on everything, and there was no oneto take ther
case to any tribund. Ther county was govened by
Rome, whose occupying forces they al haed. Thee
was terrible injudice everywhere, in commerce, sodal
life, religiousand political life. And Peter hears that he
mug go back to them with this crazy teaching about
forgiveness! He could expect to be lynched by people
who were ovewrought by the burdens of life, for
giving way to hared at least ventilated ther great
frudrations

And then there was the simple fact tha Peter was a
man of the world, and knew how human bengs
opeaated. He knew, as we al do, tha whole families
often break up jug because of one hur, let done
seven. How many families break up over a will? How
many families carry on feuds for generations so that
the present incumbents don't even know why they are
warring? It's jus traditiond! Such was the case
between the Jews and the Samaritans who mutudly
haed each other. Tha did not mean tha any particular
Samaritan had hurt you but you kept up the tradition of
hared anyway. Such is the case today between Prot-
estants and Catholics in the North of Ireland, and in
Scotland, where loydty to onés own "side' demands
it! Then wha aboutpolitical haredstha can be carried
on for millennia like aparthed and anti-Semitism?
Truly when one condders the way human bengs
behave Jesus teaching on forgiveness seems nave, to
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say the least. And who obeys it? Apat from the few
saints whom we smile benignly at because they are
"different"?

Peter's problem was real. And it is our problem
today if we wish to paticipae in bringing the solution
to the human race, and that solution is peace on earth.
Let's take this problem on a personal level before we
even think it could be opeated to serve the human race
as a whole. When someone hurts you it cuts degp into
the emotions and can be hard to eradicate. In obed-
ience to the Lord you forgive and try to deal with the
emotiond hedling, andtheissues at stake.

Then it hgppens agan, and this time the hurt sits on
a recent emotiond wound, which means tha it hurts
more than the last time, and one feels berayed and
misused. It is more difficult to forgive now. It requires
more courage, more grace, more energy, and more
pearseverance. But when it hgppens a third time ... a
fourth ... fifth ... sixth! Can you see Peter's problem?
He redlizes tha by then you would be emotiondly
distraught, and your marriage or whaever the relation-
ship involved would be in shambles. Maybe you would
be in shreds too! Could you stretch it to that perfect
time? Jesus asks here for heroic love Something tha
only God can give us the ability to give, and persevere
with, something we would mog likely need hdp to
achieve.

Peter's problem is tha he wants to put a ceiling on
Jesus teaching on forgiveness. If someone goes this
far, then after tha no forgiveness, jus hand them over
to the Law. Oh! how often we have felt tha way our-
selves! Human naure can stretch very little. It cries out
get even. Thelogic of forgiving Jesus way can bypass
us completely. Human naure cries out "But it's not
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fairl Why should he get away with it al thetime? I'm
the one tha's hurt. Surely it is his turn to do some-
thing?Why does it always have to be me? He has the
same obligaionto forgive and repent as | have. It's not
fair!™ In an "eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth"
world it certainly is notfair!

DIVINE WISDOM

Jesus response to the problem was given in adramatic
paable. It is the story of the unforgiving debtor in
Matthew 18.23-35. In His wisdom Jesus redlized that
some things are undestood better when we feel them
rather than hearingthem as dry dodrine Thisis one of
the reasons why He taught in parables, because we
could enter into the story, and experience the issues,
and thusundestand them better.

This story concernsa king who was having a day of
reckoning with his subjects who were indebted to him.
So we mug picture a huge hdl where the king sits on
his thronein royd splendoursurroundel by his minis-
ters of state, while the poor servants are arraigned
before him for judgment because of unpad debts. It
would be aterrifying experience for an ordinary work-
man, and he would redlize tha there was no court of
appeal. Whatever sentence was given by the king was
his fate, and it would be carried out immediately.
(Thisis Matthew's image of the Find Judgment at the
end of theworld also. See Matthew 25.31-46).

Out of thewhole morning'sbusness only two cases
are cited. Oneis tha of a man who owed his king the
equivalent of £3,000000, so it was impossible to pay
it back. The other is the case of a man who owed the
first man (not theking) three months wages, which he
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could pay back. The drama is played out between these
two men. The sum of money owed by the first man is
outrageoudy large, and it is obvious that the king
represents God, and this sum of money represents our
ingbility to pay God wha we owe Him due to our
sinfulness. This is wha we quotd from Psalm 49.7-8
before: "But man could never redeem himself, or pay his
ransom to God: it costs too much to redeam hisllife, it is
beyondhim...."

The king gave the sentence. The man was to be sold
into slavery, togeher with his wife and children in order
to repay some of wha was owed. And al the man's
possessions would revert to the crown also. The man
knew tha he was finished, as good as dead. Wha is
more he redlized tha he brought this terrible fate to
thoe he loved also! In sheer desperation he threw
himself at theking'sfeet and implored mercy. Judice had
already been pronouned, and that was intolerable. The
only hopelay in the king's merciful heart, and he was
known for his merciful love

The king felt compassion for the man. This means
that he was mentally able to put himself into the man's
shoes, and thusfeel his pain. The result of this exercise
was tha the king forgawe him the entire debtt One
moment the man was destined to slave labour for the
whole of his life, then the next he was a free man. And
not only tha, but he had no debt at all to pay now! This
isincredible. The forgiveness was so total that even the
king'sjus dues were cancelled. It mug have been amos
impossible to grasp such an act of love Surely we would
expect this man would be so touched by the king's
genegogty tha it would be the modd for his own
behaviour. Surely he can see that it would be unjug for
him to behave in any othe way, since the people who
hurt us are usudly unable to do anything abaut it. In a
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vast nunmber of cases they cannot undo the damage
Only your forgiveness can take the ham out of a bad
situdion.

Let usseeif heis prepared to pass on to others wha
was given so magnificently to him. The story goesonto
say tha when this man went out from the king's
presence tha he happenad to meet someone who owed
him three months wages. Will he be merciful, now tha
he knows what it feels like to receive mercy? No! He
grabbed the poorman by thethroa and began to throttle
him, demanding his money. His neghbour threw
himself on his knees - obvioudy when he managed to
ge outof thevice grip - and begged for time, for hehad
every intention of repaying the- loan. He wondered wha
was the problem? Didn't the man know tha he intended
to pay it back? Why the sudden urgency? But the
forgiven man would not listen, and had his neghbour
handed over to the law officers to be put into prison
until he pad the debt. My dear reader, how do you feel
aboutthis man'sbehaviour? Do you feel angry? Do you
think that he was unjug? Even in atit-for-tat world he
should have had the decency to let his neghbourfree of
his debt, since he himself was | et off.

The onlooke's to this drama were so angry when the
forgiven man would not himself forgive others, that they
reported the whole matter to the king, who now did to
him what he had doneto his neighbout But with this
exception: in the first instance the king had not
condanned this servant for his debt. He had merely
sentenced him according to the law. But now he
condemns him aso. Then the master sent for him. "You
wicked servant”, he said. "I cancelled al tha debt of
yours when you appedled to me. Were you not bound
then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as |
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had pity on you?'. And in his ange the master handed
him ove to thetorturerstill he should pay all his debt.
And tha is how my heavenly Father will deal with you
unless you each forgive your brother from your heart
(Matt. 18.32-35).

It is only with this illudration tha we can
undestand the logic of forgiveness, or the judice of it
either. Jesus tells us tha we mug keep in mind jug
how much God has forgiven us and wha the
implicationsof tha forgiveness are for useterndly, and
then we will pass thisincredible gift onto others and be
a paticipant in ther redemption. When we are called
uponto forgive we are asked to portray the face and
heart of God to others for ther salvation. Like the
Master we are called uponto overcome evil with good.

THE FALL AND RISE OF PETER

Unfortunaely we do not learn well theoreticaly, but
we do remembe wha we have experienced. Peter
learned how to prodaim this divine forgiveness to the
world by experiencngit! So let uslook at thefall and
rise of our bdoved Peter, the one called to shephed
the flock in the footsteps of the Master. There is no
shred of doubt that Peter loved Jesus With al the
impulsiveness and enthusasm of his soul he threw
himself into the ministry of Jesus often tripping both
himself and Jesus up with his ability to act before
thinking first. Such an occasion was when he wanted
to prevent Jesus from suffering - because he loved
Him! "Heaven preserve you Lord", hesaid. "Thismug
not happen to you". The poor man had to take a very
severe rebuke from his bdoved Master on tha oc
casion: "Get behind me, Satan! You are an obgacle to
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my path, because the way you think is not God's way,
but man's' (Matt. 16.21-23). It would take some doing
for Peter to get over his feelingson this ong but hedid,
and they went on.

The crunch point came when this suffering that Peter
really did not want for his Master, came to pass. Peter
had taken the rebuke on the chin, but had not changed
his mind on the necessity of suffering if Jesus was to
redeem theworld. To changeonés way of thinking ona
paticular subject is the meaning of repentance, and
since Peter has not repented, the Passon of Jesus
becomes a time for entering into temptation for the
disciple. Moreover, we are told tha both he and the
other male disciples had not obeyed Jesus on the ques-
tion of prayer either, so they entered the garden of
Gethsemane unprepared for the crisis that was facing
them. Jesus prayed there but they did not They took
refugein deep (see Mark 13.33-37; Matt. 26.36-46).

Then disaster struck. The Master was arrested and
taken off in chains Of course Peter tried to defend Him,
according to his human way of thinking, which the
Master did not want. He took out a sword hidden in his
cloak and struck the High Priest's servant, cutting off his
ear (John 181(1-11). Wha this was meant to achieve
I'm sure not even Peter knew! It was jug tha
impulsiveness agan, but he had said at the Supper tha
he would defend Jesus Peter said, "thoughall lose faith
in you, I will never lose faith". Jesus answered him, "l
tell you solemnly, this very night, before the cock
crows, you will have disowned me three times'. Peter
said to him, "Even if | have to die with you, | will never
disown you". And al the disciples said the same (Matt.
26.33-35). But tha was before the event.

With thearrest of Jesusconfuson set in, yet curiosty
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made Peter follow to see wha would hgopen to the
Master. However, it was no longe an advantage to be
recognized as a disciple if Jesus was condemned. And
He was! Condemned by the High Priest and the
Sanhdrin, who decided to hand Him over to Pilate.
Wha now? Peter thoughttha he could hide in the
anonynmouscrowd, thoughthe would not be recognized.
This is the temptation of Christians during persecution
or an era of unbdief such as the one we are going
throughjus now, when it is no longe "thething" to be
seen to be a friend of Jesus There is no credit for
bdieving when everybody else believes, but wha about
now when it cogs?

Peter's first sin was tha he was ashamed of his
Master. His second one was that he did not raise his
voice in protest to give witness to the inno@nce of the
victim. This amountd to a denia of Jesus in public.
Thirdly, healied himself with "theworld", and warmed
himself at its worldly fire, whereas he should have
stayed faithful to Jesus and the fire of the Holy Spirit,
which would have given him wisdom and strength to
deal with thesitudion, in grace.

Then, as luck would have it, he was recognized! A
servant girl recognized him as a disciple, and his fourth
sin was tha he denied discipleship, pretending tha he
did not know wha she was talking about But she
persevered, and someone else recognized even his
accent. Unde the pressure of scrutiny Peter log his
head altogeher, and cursed and swore tha he never
knew Jesus (Mark 14.66-72). Thiswas hisfifth sin. The
prodigd son was down now, and out! It was then, at
tha psychological moment, tha Jesus who was unde-
going a very unjust trial Himself, turned and caught
Peter's attention with His eyes, and mediated His loving
mercy to Hiserring disciple (Luke22.61).
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Peter broke unde the strain of so much love and went
out and wept his way to repentance and freedom. The
fiery, impulsve SmonBar Jonadied tha night, and the
new Peter was bom, a monunment to God'sgrace, the new
rock on which Jesus could depend in building His
Church (Matt. 16-18). This rodk emerged from the
womb of forgiveness, and an edifice of God's making
was to be built on forgiveness alond Every living stone
in the New Temple would be remade by this divine
thing, trandorming the mog unlikely material into a
hous fit for God Himsalf, a hous made by Himself, all
of grace (I Pet. 2.4-10). Salvation comes to us wrapped
in God'sloving forgiveness.

Forgiveness was Jesus secret weaponfor overcoming
evil, and trandorming the world, by trandorming the
human heart with this overflowinglove "Yes, God loved
the world so much tha he gave his only Son, so tha
everyone who bdieves in him may not be log but may
have eternd life. For God sent his Soninto theworld not
to condann the world, but so tha throughhim theworld
might be saved.” Jesus had to die to make Peter a rod,
and aso to make us into living stones in His Temple. It
was codly grace, butwasit worth it? Yes.

But let usgo back to Peter onthe night of hisfall. He
had the terrible weight on his heart tha when Jesus
needed him mog he was unavailable. He had been "all
mouth”. His promises to Jesus had meant nothing. His
words were just "hot air" with no reality behind them.
Now he mudg see the sight of his bdoved Master so
crudly treated, and it is too late to hdp. Remorse is a
dreadful thing, and can drive a person crazy. Does Peter
realize at longlast that Jesusmug die to save him?

Holy Saturday mug have been the longest day in
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Peter's life. His Master was dead and buried, and the
male disciples were in the uppe room locked away
for fear the Jewish leaders would look for their blood
now. All heroism was gone There was jug the stark
reality tha without Jesus they could do nothing (John
155). However, it was not the police who disturbed
thar reveries, but Mary of Magdda, announdng the
Resurrection! The women had seen Jesus risen from
the dead, but the person who needed to see Jesus
was Peter! Wha was he to do now? Go back to
fishing?Would Jesus actudly want the likes of him in
his group, let aloneleading it? There was so much to
clear up. Wha was heto do?Luketells us very smply
tha "the Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon”
(Luke 24:35). No explanaion. Tha meeting was so
preciousto Peter, tha for one he never spoke about
it! It was onething for him to know in his heart that
Jesus had forgiven him, but now he knows. Whatever
went onwas too private for public viewing, and speaks
of divine love and mercy conqueing a soul for ever,
and planting the glorious gift of humility there that
would protect grace in thefuture.

PUBLIC RECONCILIATION

Peter was satisfied tha things were now settled
beween himself and the Lord. His debt of
£3,000000 had been wiped off the books. He now
knew what tha felt like. He knew jug how freeing
it was to expeience forgiveness, and the other
Aposles accepted Peter's |leadership with the same
simplicity as before, for hadn't they all let Jesus
down? Not even John, the Beloved Disciple, had
defende his Master! No! They were al in the same
boa with regad to Him. The 4l
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needed His forgiveness. Thee was no boast on
anyoneslips

Peter would have settled for this, but Jesus knew
human nature better than that, so we read in John 21
that after the miraculous catch of fish in Galileg,
Jesus made Himself known to all the disciples who
were out fishing, when He invited them to ameal on
the shore. Then He chdlenged Peter in front of them
al, a triple chdlenge to wipe out the triple denial:
"Simon, son of John, do you love me MORE than
these othes do? He answered, "Yes, Lord, you
know | love you.!" Jesus said to him "Feed my
lambs'. A second time he said to him, "Simon, son
of John,Do youLOVE me?' Hereplied, "Yes, Lord,
YOU KNOW I love you". Jesus said to him, "Look
after my sheep”. Then he said to him a third time,
"Simon, son of John, Do you love me?' Peter was
upset .. he sad, "Lord, YOU KNOW
EVERYTHING; you know | loveyou". Jesus said to
him, "Feed my sheep”.

Wha was going on? Why did Jesus indst on a
public recondliation? Surely He had forgiven Peter.
Let us remembe tha Jesus is incarnae love so
everything tha He does is donein love and for a
loving purpos. One of the greatest lessons on the
real naure of forgiveness is to be reveded now. If
you forgive someone you mud treat them as if
nothing had gonewrong and you mug reindate them
to ther former postion. Jesus had to show the
disciples, and the future Church tha when He
forgave, the matter was over, and the files were
destroyed. Peter was the leader of the Apodles
before this event, and Jesus indsted on making sure
that this continued after it. He would not alow the
matter to be thrown up into Peter's face to torture
him, and to cause dissenson in the Church,

50

where some people would hold tha Peter was unfit for
the postion because of wha he had done Jesus knew
tha human beings can be both devious and vicious
when ambition takes hold.

Moreover Jesus knew tha Peter was different as a
result of this experience, hence the question that mug
have surprised them all: "Do you love me MORE than
these others do? They would have said tha Peter
loved Jesus LESS than al the others! After al, he did
curse and swear tha he never knew Jesud But they
have forgotten something vital, which Jesus taught and
illugrated in the forgiveness of the sinful woman in
Luke 7. 36-50. "There was once a creditor who had
two men in hisdebt . . ." (It's the same parable that we
have used above, athoughgiven in different circum-
stances) . . . "oneowed him 500 denaii and the other
50. They were unable to pay, so he padonal them
both. WHICH OF THEM WILL LOVE HIM MORE?"
"The one who was padonel more | suppos”,
answvered Simon (the Pharisee). Jesus said, "You are
right".

Jesus taught tha we are all sinnes in relation to
God, and whehe we have sinned greatly or not
according to human reckoning, we cannot redeem
ourselves. God forgives us according to His divine
mercy, not according to our suppogd merits. But
which one would be the more grateful, and therefore
love Him more? Jesus said, and history attests the truth
of wha He said, namely, tha the great sinnas who
allowed Jesus to redeem them are the very ones who
became the GREAT saints, because of their great love.
Gogpd examples are Mary of Magdda and Peter, and
afterwards Paul.

Peter's love for Jesus went into an altogeher new
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category onae he experienced the pure, unfathomable
depths of Jesus love This fitted him out to be a goad
shepherd in the likeness of his Master, onewho would
mediate God's infinite mercy and compassion to sin-
nes. He now undestood one of the keys of the
kingdam of God, for only God knew how to unlock the
disasters of the world, and replace them with love,
light and life. Forgiveness unlodcks those appaently
impossible situaions beween people and naions
enauring tha life can continue on Planet Earth. The
dternaiveistha we obliterate each other.

This public reconadliation of Peter and Jesus was a
mog important revelation to the Church and the world.
Je?l_Jg Easter Prodamation URBI ET ORBI is"Forgive
tolivel"

A TRUE STORY OF FORGIVENESS

Before we bring our discussion to a close | would like
to share with you the story of Veronica. It isatruestory
but the names and circumstances have been changed to
protect the participants. It congerns two women who
were related to each other, and who, therefore, had all
the emotiond ties and deep feelingstha go with blood
relationship and family loydty. The saga began with
Mary's decison to make a significant change in he
persond circumstances, a fact absolutely rejected by
Veronica, who refused even to discuss the subject.
Veronica felt (wrongly) that it was a dight on herself
and he family, and ended by rejecting Mary altogether.
The situaion was complicated by the need for Mary's
access to an ageing mother. This ssimple scenario set the
stage for a four-year drama that pemanently affected
both ther lives, and afterwards gave so much hopeto
otherswho took couragefrom hearingit.
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Mary was a committed Christian, and soughtrefuge
in prayer for her hurt feelings She wanted to obey the
Lord, but did not know what to do specificdly, in this
case. She spoketo God in prayer: "Lord, wha am | to
do?Wha can | do?1 can't make her think differently.
And anyway, | am the onewho is hurt, not her!" Back
from the Lord came the uncompromising reply: "For-
give her. Forgive he from the heart, not from the lips
and then | can work." So Mary spent some time
building herself up in prayer where she fourd the
strength and the courage to let go of her feelings and
accept Veronicas rejection in peace.

As soonas Mary was ready the Lord told her to visit
her ageing paent. Shewent, only to find hersalf |eft on
the doorstep with atirade of abuse, aware tha the eyes
of neighbous were watching behind lace curtains Her
humiliation was complete, when access to the parent
was denied aso. Sheturned away much more hurt than
previoudy, as this wound sat on the other very recent
one As she put her hand to the garden gate to go away,
she heard the Lord say: "Forgive! Forgive from the
heart. Don't go past the gate withoutforgiving. As you
open the gae, open your heart to love . . . "Lord",
Mary said, "I can only do it for your sake. | could kill
her, | am so angry!"” In the silence of thejoumey home
Mary was aware tha the Lord was whispering very
gently that this respong was okay for now, but tha in
future, He hopel tha she could rise to actudly loving
her neighbourt Mary, of course, did not think that this
was a bit fair, and refused to discuss the subject further!

Neverthdess, she sought refuge in prayer agan.
Wha else could she do? Where could she go? There
was no one but the Lord, and He soundel as if He
sympathized with "theother side'! After some time of
healing and strengthening, the cycle started again with
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theusud: "Visit your paent” signd, which Mary knew
only spdled more flagdlation. And she was right This
went on.... and on ... and on, for fowr long years. The
cycle was regjection, abuse, forgiveness, heding, etc.
until it seemed tha thetreadmill would never end.

Was anything hgppening during this time? Was it all
for nothing?No. So much hgppened, but so quietly tha
even Mary did not notice, for she was so conaerned
with he own responses tha she forgot to look for
changes on the "other side" until she was nudgel to do
so by the Lord! It was only then that she noticed the
amophee had changeal quietly. The reection had
continued but the abuse had ceased. She was amazed to
notice tha her own feelings had changed completely.
Shewas no longe hurt. Shedid not even pity Veronica.
She jug prayed for he good, in peace. She was no
longe tempted to say to theLord: "Bless her ... but with
a brick!" (A fact that she had consoled herself was jus
"a conaete sign of affection!") She realy meant tha
shewanted blessing and grace for her opponat.

Somehow the situaion was completely different
now. Mary was free emotiondly, and realized tha God
had doneher a great service. He had used this situation
to build her awondeful fortress where thefiery darts of
the enemy of souls could not pendrate. She had quietly
moved out of Chronostime where theworld dictates, to
Kairostime, Gods time, where God works in his
vinegyard according to His laws, which concern
Redemption. Already this was a goodfruit to reap from
theforgiveness, but God'sgenerosty isinfinite, so there
was much more to come.

The next stage was a revelation for Mary, one tha

made her laugh at herself and become more free than
ever. Sherealized with aflash of undestanding that she

55



was not God's gift to humanity, and that it was okay for
Veronica, or anyoneelse, notto like her or wha she did!
This may seem trivial, butit was very liberating. So wha,
if someoneregjects you and does not agree with you! Life
does not end there. Life marches on. So what if someone
abuses you? Tha only reflects where THEY are at. It
does not necessarily reflect where you are at in anything.
Allow others thar freedom to respond to life as they
wish. Jug pray for them, love and serve them as
circumstances pemit. We don'thave to go into negativity
for life jug because we have had a bit of a to-do with
someone

This emotiond freedom of course meant tha Veronica
log the power to hurt Mary. It was like taking the sword
out of her hand and breaking it. Mary arrived oneday to
find herself accepted quietly, and access was given to the
paent. Of course the poor mothe was distraught,
thinking she had a permanent rift in the family. Imagine
he surprise when Mary turned up in he room, and
smiling!

Imagine her amazement when Mary did not need to
complain or grumble, but indead kndt in front of the
mother and said: "Jesus told us tha if two of us agreed,
with one mind and heart over something tha he would
give it to us (Matt. 18.19-20. This text comes jud before
the teaching on forgiveness!). Will you agree with me to
unite your pan for Veronica with mine, and both of us
unite our pan with tha of Jesus our crudfied and
glorious Saviour, and offer this to God for her
convasion? The mother agreed to thedeal, and - also to
keep silence on the subject. Since she was housebound,
Mary assured he tha she should not worry if the visits
were infrequent. It did not indicate an absence of love
The mother was so relieved tha she began to feel beter,
and move aboutmore.
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The find stage came when Mary turned up for
another visit only to find a smiling Veronica greet her
a the door, invite her in, and offer her coffee! As
Veronica prepared the refreshments Mary prayed des-
perately for hdp, because she was so usd to the
problem, tha she had no idea wha to do with a
hedling! The coffee was a gooddistraction as Veronica
began her story of the past four years. She told Mary
how she had literally willed her to hate, for tha would
have given Veronica judification for how she had
reacted. But when Mary refused to hate, Veronica only
haed her even more, and desperately wanted to hurnt
her. Hence she had controlled the visits to the mother,
and added abuse and rejection. When Mary seemed
imperviousto hurt, Veronica stoppel and took a good
look at herself and realized how horrible a person she
had become, and tha it was al he own doing! But
now she had repented, confessed he sin to the Lord,
and shewanted Mary'sforgiveness.... and she asked for
it on he knees!

Mary was deeply moved as Veronica told her tha
she had seen theface and heart of Christ in her, andin
her behaviour over the past four years. "Y ou have been
atrueicon", shesad. "You should be called Veronica,
not me!" Slowly Mary got the courage to tell her side
of the story. If Veronica was moved before, she was
speechless now as she learned the cog of forgiveness.
All thetime she had told herself, "Oh well. Mary isjug
like tha.” She did not allow herself to see tha Mary
was inde=d suffering.

Now she had to listen to the terrible struggle not to
hae, not give tit-for-tat, eithe in speech or action.
Mary was not the "goodygoody" tha she had labdled
her, but a friend of Jesus prepared to pay the cost of
discipleship. Veronica felt very humbled when Mary
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confessed: "l thoughttha | was a good Christian, but
that was before | was tested. Y ou showed me jus how
supaficiad my commitment to Christ and His way
really was. Veronica, | want to thank you for forcing
me to become areal disciple of Jesud".

The surprise of this story is that it is about two
"baddies’, not one jud like the story of the prodigd
son. Yet each in her own way, and at her own stage,
was open to learn, and God used one diamond to cut
another! Since diamond is the hadest substance
known, He had to use an immovable thing to get Mary
to move on spiritudly. As the Book of Proverbs says:
Iron is made the fine by iron, a person is refined by
contact with his neghbour The Lord, in His wisdom
had used these two people to sandpa@e each other into
sanctity! And they say tha God does not have a sense
of humour

My reader, ask yourself has God given youa Vero-
nica? If so, please do not complain about your privil-
eges. The Lord is interested in your growth, and is
providing the oppotunity for that. The hardest bit isto
recognize Veronica. Once that is done it is relatively
easy to go to the Lord and begin your adventure. Bon
Voyage

UNCONQUERABLE BENEVOLENCE

Let us complete our contemplation of forgiveness by
looking at Jesus Himself, in order to feel the gentle
breasth of His divine loving-kindness tha trangorms
our hdls into paradise. Jesus IS FORGIVENESS He
is incarnate love dispersing the pefume of paadise
everywhere He goes. Hiswhole public ministry can be
put unde the heading of forgiveness, for He came to

58

mediate this heavenly gift to anyonewhoisopen to
God and life, and salvation.

Jesus went out of His way to find the outcasts of
sodety. He took wha others called "the dregs' and
trandormed them into saints and missonaies. In fact
he turned the whole world upsde down with these
trandormed characters whom nobody could squash,
because they wanted the world's dregs to expeience
the glory offered to them. Jesus gave forgiveness
where Israel only offered condemnation and death.
Such were the cases of the proditutes and public
sinnas, whom the law would have killed. But Jesus
caled them, forgave them, healed them, trandormed
them, and through them broughtthe kingdomof God
onearth.

All this is wondeful and we love to read these
stories in the gogd: But wha hgppened to Jesus
Himself? Was He accepted? Was His background
accepted? Was His doctrine accepted? He forgave, but
was He forgiven for coming from Nazareth? For being
poor? For beng uneducated? For holding out againg
the accepted taboos of the day? For not limiting His
behaviour to the ignorance of the time? Oh No! He
was not forgiven. He was mocked and jeered at for
being a county Rabbi who had not passed through
"the system". He was laughel at for having uneducated
disciples (although some of them were educated), for
only having the mob as His followers. The mighty
ones of the land had no time for Him, athoughthey
were jealousof His giftedness and power to heal.

Worse than that, the Pharisees and scribes followed
Him aboutpicking holes in everything He said and did.
They were so angry at His changing obslete rules
without referring to them, tha they twisted His words
and accused Him of &l kinds of things Among the
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accusationsthey flung at Him were these: tha He was a
glutton and a wine-bibbea because He presented Himself
as ordinary, na as extraordinay, like John the Baptist.
They said tha he was possessed by Satan, and tha He
did His exorcisms through Satan's power. They accused
Him of beng a Sabbah breaker, which to them was
serious Also tha He was an enemy of Caesar, and a
prophe who stirred up the people with false teaching.

If you were the Son of God how would you feel about
this, since you had come down from heaven specially to
save the people? Would you feel hurt? Reected? Spa
upon?l think so! Would you FEEL like redeeming them?
How do you feel when your family or friendstreat you
this way? Does it make YOU want to do great thingsfor
them? Jesus mug have been tempted to behave like the
God of Sina towardsthem. Tha is, hemud have felt like
judging them ingead of redeeming them. And the world
isnodifferent today.

The leaders of Isragl were probably unavare jus how
difficult they made thingsfor Jesus. In the end He cried
ovea Jerusalem tha had reected the greatest divine
visitation the world would ever know (Luke 1941-44).
And yet, in spite of this He went on to give His life for
the very people who rejected Him and they ill did not
thank Him! They were jug glad to get rid of a nuisance,
so tha they could go back to "nomality” whaever tha
was.

Jesus whole ministry could be described in terms of
"binding and loosng". He had come to set the captives
free (Luke 4.18), and to unbind everyone from thar
bondaes, whether material or spiritud. (It isimportant to
note here that the real meaning of forgiveness is to
unbind someone and let them go free.) He unbaind the
lepers from ther leprosy, and the sick from ther
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sickness. He unboundthe proditutes from ther davery
to the body, and the tax collectors from thar davery to
money. He unboundthe sinnas from ther davery to
sin, and even unboundthe cords of desth itself. But
wickedness got to work aganst Him, spurred on by
Satan, the master of all wickedness.

Neverthdess, when Jesus surrendered to His enem-
iesin the Garden of Gethsemane they boundHim, and
hdd Him captive until death. Was the merciful one
shown any mercy? Was the forgiving one shown any
forgiveness? Was the loving oneshown any love? No,
for human beings are so crud to each othe. Man's
inhumanity to man is oneof the greatest mysteries we
have to dedl with here on earth.

They did for Him the exact opposte of wha He had
donefor others. Once physcally bound,they then tried
to bind Him emotiondly throughtorture and an unjug
trial on trumped-up charges, which were changed to
suit the changing circumstances of Pilate's court. Then
he was naled to His cross until he died. He who had
unboundothers died boundto the cross. Was that fair?
Weas this the way to treat the benefactor of the human
race? The only onewho could save us from our sins?
The only one who could do anything about our hdl
problem? Isn't it crazy when the sick kill the only
dodor aive? It'snat fair!

How did Jesus react? Did He rgject when he was
rejected? Did He give tit-for-tat? Did He abuse verbdly
or othewise? No! He stood silent before His accusers,
only speaking when forced to do so under oath. He kept
an attitude of humble respect before the legitimate
leaders of "Church" and State. At the same time He
kept His dignity and persond freedom so that no
torture could wring from Him any respon tha He did
not want to give. His attitude before such injudice
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was nothing short of regd dignity, and nothing tha was
doneto Him removed this royalty from Him. It only
proved it, for it was His own executione, the Centurion,
who said as soon as He breathed His last: "In truth this
man was a son of God" (Mark 15.39).

As He hung dying in excrudating pan, Jesus
managed to find excuses for His murderers. "Father,
forgive them; they do not know what they are doing." In
avery real sense they DID know wha they were doing!
They had ddiberately stagemanaged His passion and
desth, and ther triumph was to see Him die an
ignomnious death. Yet Jesus was right In an even
greater sense, if ther eyes were truly opened to who He
was, they would never have crudfied the Lord of Glory
(I Cor. 2.8). Only blind eyes could do such a deed, and
tha isthe excuse for forgiveness.

Wha unmnqueable loved Wha greatness of soul!
Wha a man! Wha a Saviour! Wha terrifying humility
of our God! Let us tremble in His presence, ask for
enlightenment, and obey His command to love a any
cod.

One find word: please remember that when people
hurt usthere is a very real sense in which it is true tha
they do not know what they are daing. Sure they realize
tha they are hurting you, but mog of them would never
congioudy want the emotiond damage tha can be
caued. Very often the people who hut otheas are
hurting themselves, and they hit out from tha unhealed
area of thar lives. Isit posible tha after contemplating
Jesus we, too, could say: "Father, forgive them, they
don't realise what they are doing?" If we can do
thd, then we are the privileged ones tha have the earth
for our heritage, and the kingdomof God is ours too.
Wha atreasure!
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