
Our Inheritance in Christ 

 Jesus is our Joshua: our Saviour, Leader, our Provider – the one who takes us to Heaven.

 The Promised Land is a type of Heaven (Paradise).

 Jesus made a covenant on our behalf (Lk 1:68-72), providing an inheritance for us in Heaven –
the final Heaven, the Father’s House:  Jn 14:1-2

 Invitation from Early Church:  Acts 26:18  open your eyes… turn from darkness to light…
from the power of Satan TO GOD… so that you will receive the forgiveness of sins and
AN INHERITANCE among those who are sanctified.

 Col 1:12 St Paul tells us that we should give thanks to the Father who has qualified us 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in the Kingdom of Light. 

  Heb 9:15 tells us that it is an ETERNAL inheritance. 

  1 Pet 1:4 an incorruptible inheritance kept for us in the heavens. 

  Heb 13:20-21  / Jesus sealed an eternal covenant for us and this is the ground for Hope 
  Lk 1:68-72 in our inheritance. 

 Titus 1:2 Our inheritance was promised to us ab aeterno… just as God promised 
Abraham and Moses and gave Israel the land through Joshua. 
cf Heb 6:17   God’s promise to us is unalterable. 

Eph 1:11-14    our part in this inheritance was chosen by God Himself, 
    Eph 3:8-9    It is His eternal decision. 

cf Acts 1:17, 25  Matthias joined the Twelve Apostles by LOT after prayer. 
 (cf Lk 1:9)   Through this method his allotted place in the Kingdom of God 

 was discovered.  Though one would have thought of him as 
 an apostle until this even. 

-   Before the fall of Judas nobody except God knew about this call. 

  Eph 1:11 our inheritance is GIVEN to us through Christ:  we cannot EARN it 
we are claimed as God’s own… 

 2 Pet 1:1-4 Here Peter stresses that our inheritance comes through 
(Read) the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

… then he goes on to show us how to secure the gift.

Rom 8:17 Heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ. 

  Gal 3:29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed,  
and heirs according to the promise. 

 Titus 3:7 We might become heirs, having the hope of eternal life. 

2 Th 2:13 He chose you  Col 3:24  making you His heirs. 

 James 2:5 Chosen to be heirs of the Kingdom of God. 

    Finally, we saw that the different tribes were allotted different places WITHIN the 
territory of the Promised Land. 

-   they had to work out their calling IN THAT PLACE, under circumstances 
    supplied by that location. 

-  each tribe had to clear the area given to them and deal with the enemies 
    in that place. 

 If they all succeeded in the task given to them the Land of Canaan would have
become the first country on Earth to have the Kingdom of God in their midst.
-   they would have been a model for all other countries…

Each of us also has a Mission / task within the whole Mission of the Church…
cf  1 Cor 12:1-11:  many gifts, many services //  1 Cor 12:12-31  Parts of a Body.
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BOOK OF JOSHUA 
CHAPTER 20 

Cities of Refuge 

Jos: 20:1-6 God told Joshua to select cities of Refuge – as had been revealed to Moses in Numbers ch 35. 

 The purpose of these cities was for those who killed another person accidentally or unawares
to find refuge from the Avenger of Blood.
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  -    on arrival at the city of Refuge the fleeing person had to declare his innocence of murder 
      to the Elders of the city. 
-    once he was accepted into the city of Refuge the Avenger of Blood would not be allowed  
     to kill him. 
-   yet he had to face a just trial to prove his innocence. 
-   he could live in the Refuge until the death of the present High Priest. 
-   afterwards he could go home to his own tribe and family with security. 

 What we have here is a summary of the Laws regarding murder so that proper justice could
reign among God’s People.
-   it was a combination of Justice and Mercy.
    for the guilty were not to be let off and the innocent were not to be punished. 
-  This process demanded due and orderly investigation to be made with each case tried 
    on its own merits in a court of law. 

(a) Where guilt was established and malice demonstrated by 2 or 3 witnesses (Deut 17:6), 
the death penalty was inflicted upon the murderer. 

(b) But if murder was NOT the intent then extreme measures were not used… 

 The next-of-kin (goel) acted as the Avenger of Blood – and that person had to be helped to
act with truth and justice.  Revenge wasn’t allowed.
-   but in case of revenge for those accused (who were innocent) there were cities of Refuge
    set up for them. 

The Law regarding murder was Ancient even at the time of Joshua! 
-   It is given in Genesis 9:6 at the time of Noah: 
    Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood will be shed. 
    FOR in THE IMAGE OF GOD He made man. 

  VIP     This is not a Jewish Law!  It was given to Noah as the Human Race began again after the 
  Flood… that was a long time before ABRAHAM… who was a long time before Moses…  
  who was dead 45 years when we come to Joshua 20! 

 This law of the death penalty for murder was given by God Himself, the Giver of life!!  
 So we must look at WHY He gave it… 

 God gave this Law - not for the well-being of society
 - but for the FACT that man is made in God’s image: Gen 1:27 

  -   it is an attack on God’s image on the earth! 

 In those days to deface the King’s image on Art or money or anything else was seen as an
attack on the King himself – it was seen as a treasonous act.
-   how much greater is it to destroy, curse, oppress or in any way to ABUSE the image of
    the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!! 

 The law of the death penalty for murder is explained in other passages of Scripture.
(i) Ex 21:12-14 The general principle is laid down first – that a murderer is to be put to 

death:  cf Deut 19:11-13;  Num 35:16-21 

-   then the difference between murder and manslaughter is explained…  
    and there is no death sentence for manslaughter:  cf Deut 19:1-6  Num 35:22-29 
-   the cities of Refuge were provided for those who cause the death of another  
    person unintentionally – they were to be protected from Vengeance 
-   thus justice is tempered with Mercy:  Num 35:9-11 
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(ii) Numbers 35:  once in the Refuge the person must stand trial to prove their 
innocence. 
-   at this point the Avenger of Blood can only act as Prosecutor in the trial – instead 
    of executioner  (vs 19)  cf Deut 19:10 

(iii) Numbers 35:30,31  the death sentence would not be given on the evidence of only 
one witness.  There had to be 2 or 3 witnesses. 

Justice was to be carried out for the following reasons: 
Num 35:33   So you shall not pollute the land where you are; 

 for blood defiles the land, and no atonement can be made 
 for the land except for the blood that is shed on it  
 Except by the Blood of him who shed it. 

  vs 34  Therefore do not defile the land which you inhabit IN THE MIDST OF 
 WHICH I DWELL; for I, THE LORD, dwell among the children of Israel. 

 1 Jn 3:15 To hate your brother is to be a murderer, and murderers, as you know, 
do not have eternal life in them. 

  To keep the land fit for God’s Presence among us, then the Glory of God, the purity of the  
  land, the integrity of the Government all have to be maintained.  If these are touched there 
  is no security for anyone. 

For indeliberate Killing 
1) The killer is not put to death but his life is disrupted. There are consequences!
2) His freedom is curtailed and he must leave home and family to reside in C of R.
3) If he voluntarily leaves the Refuge, he forfeits legal protection:

-   so the Avenger of Blood can kill him.  Num 35:27
4) He must remain in C of R until the High Priest’s death.

-   an indefinite period.  Afterwards he can return home with legal protection: Num 35:28

Why was this?    Because all the cities of Refuge BELONGED to the Priestly Class      the Tribe of Levi 
  -  this was the tribe of Moses, Aaron and Miriam 
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Location of the C of R:  Deut ch 19 

 The land was to be divided into 3 parts so that each area would have a C of R available:   Deut 19:2-3

 A road was to be built and each C of R (Deut 19:3) to guide the fugitive…

 Jos 20:4 on arrival the fugitive was to receive a preliminary hearing from the Elders of the
C of R at “the gates” – this was where they met to judge cases before them.
-   this was to be followed by a formal investigation before a Court of Justice (vs 6).

Our Present Times:  Seers are speaking about the need for Refuges in the expected terrible events 
 that are to come… 

 Noah’s Ark was a place of Refuge during the Flood:  Gen 7-9

 The Wilderness was a place of Refuge for Israelites during Exodus

 For Christians Jesus is our Refuge.   In the early Church, for example,  in the persecutions of the early
Christians in Rome, the Christians sought a physical refuge in the Catacombs where they lived and
tried to get the Church to survive during those terrible times.

 For End Times The Two Hearts of Jesus and Mary are our SURE Refuge.
 -   yet physical refuges will be available for those who want to escape the worst 

 of the Anti-Christ reign. 

 In all spiritual troubles we fly to the Cross and the Eucharist…

The importance of Refuges lies in the fact that they are spoken about in 4 Books of the Bible: 
Ex / Num / Deut /Joshua 
-   just as Jesus, our Refuge, is revealed in 4 Gospels. 

OT    God is our Refuge in times of Distress:  Ps 46:1-3    Ps 91:2   Deut 33:27   Ex 33:22 
Ps 27:5  Ps 31:20       Ps 71:3, 14:26   Prov 14:26, 18:10 
Is 25:4   Zech 9:12     Jer 16:19            Ps 18:2 
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NT    Jesus is our Refuge  AT ALL TIMES – not just in times of Distress 
  -   that Refuge for Humanity was promised in Gen 3:15 

  Phil 3:9  … after the loss of everything we should be FOUND IN HIM 

… here St Paul – the killer of Christians – found a permanent refuge in Christ

 Heb 6:18:  we fly to Jesus for refuge. 

 Ps 143:9-10  Rescue me from my enemies O Lord, for I hide myself in you. 
  Teach me to do your will, for You are my God. 

 The man-killer symbolises the soul – killer – the one who kills his soul with mortal (deadly) sin.
-   they must awaken to the fact that they are now under God’s Judgement for sin.
-   their only hope is to reach the Throne of Mercy in Jesus (sacrament of Penance) in the
    Precious Blood of the Lamb:  this is their Refuge. 

 Note:   Deut 32:35  Vengeance is Mine; I will repay says the Lord. 

     Rom 12:19   Do not avenge yourselves,  beloved…  leave room for God’s wrath. 

The Cities of Refuge as a Picture of Jesus 

 The Bible applies this picture of the city of refuge to the believer finding refuge in God on more
than one occasion:

i. Psalm 46:1:  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
More than 15 other times, the Psalms speak of God as our refuge.

ii. Hebrews 6:18:  That by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we
might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.

 Points of Similarity between the C of R and our refuge in Jesus.

 Both Jesus and the C of R are within easy reach of the needy person; they are of no use unless
someone could get to the place of refuge.

 Both Jesus and the C of R are open to all, not just the Israelite; no one needs to fear that they would be
turned away from their place of refuge in their time of need.

 Both Jesus and the C of R become a place where the one who is in need can live; you didn’t come to a
city of refuge in time of need just to look around.

 Both Jesus and the C of R are the only alternative for the one in need; without this specific protection,
they will be destroyed.

 Both Jesus and the C of R provide protection only within their boundaries; to go outside means death.

 With both Jesus and the C of R, full freedom comes with the death of the High Priest.

 A crucial distinction between the C of R and our refuge in Jesus.

o The C of R only helped the innocent, but the guilty can come to Jesus and find refuge.
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What is an Avenger of Blood in the Bible? 

O.T. In the Bible, an Avenger of Blood is a person legally responsible for carrying out vengeance when a family 
member has been unlawfully killed or murdered.  

The Avenger of Blood is usually the nearest male relative of the murdered person.  
This family executioner seeks justice by killing the individual responsible for the  death of his relative. 

Mosaic Law allowed vengeance killings carried out by an Avenger of Blood:  
“The Avenger of Blood shall put the murderer to death; when the avenger comes upon the murderer,  
the avenger shall put the murderer to death”  
(Numbers 35:19; see also 26–27 and Deuteronomy 19:11–12).  

If a family member was murdered, it became the duty of the Avenger of Blood to restore justice to the 
family and the land by pursuing and ultimately carrying out the death penalty on the person responsible. 

This Old Testament law is rooted in God’s requirement of a life for a life in cases of murder:  
“And I will require the blood of anyone who takes another person’s life.  
If a wild animal kills a person, it must die. And anyone who murders a fellow human must die. 
If anyone takes a human life, that person’s life will also be taken by human hands.  
For God made human beings in his own image” (Genesis 9:5–6, NLT). 

The word translated “avenge” in Hebrew, is related to the word for “redeem,” “reclaim,” or “restore.”  
As a representative of God and the family, the Avenger of Blood “redeemed” or “reclaimed” the blood of 
the relative by killing the original blood-shedder.  

An Avenger of Blood was to act only in cases of deliberate murder or the unlawful taking of an innocent 
life. Intent is a necessary element of murder.  

Six examples of intentional homicide are outlined in Numbers 35:16–21.  
The Avenger of Blood was not given license to act in instances of accidental manslaughter. 

The Mosaic Law regulated the actions of the Avenger of Blood by providing C of R for the accused. 

An individual who committed manslaughter, or the unintentional and accidental killing of a person, could 
find sanctuary in any of the six designated C of R throughout the land of Israel   
(Numbers 35:10–15, 22–25; Deuteronomy 19:4–6; Joshua 20:1–6)  

In these towns, the Avenger of Blood’s quarry was legally protected and guaranteed a fair trial. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/revenge-vengeance.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2035.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2019.11%E2%80%9312
https://www.gotquestions.org/capital-punishment-murder.html
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Gen%209.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2035.16%E2%80%9321
https://www.gotquestions.org/cities-of-refuge.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2035.10%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Numbers%2035.22%E2%80%9325
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2019.4%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2020.1%E2%80%936
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Gideon became the Avenger of Blood for his brothers who had been murdered on Mount Tabor by the 
Midianite kings Zebah and Zalmunna (Judges 8:18–21).  

Joab avenged the blood of his brother Asahel  (2 Samuel 3:27–30). 

The men of Gibeon avenged the deaths of their countrymen at the hands of Saul by executing seven of 
the king’s sons (2 Samuel 21:1–9).  

The Avenger of Blood concept also figures into the account of King Amaziah, who put to death the 
officials who had assassinated his father (2 Kings 14:5–6).  

The story of the Tekoite woman involved a plea for King David to stop the actions of the Avenger of Blood 
(2 Samuel 14:8–11). 

   N.T. In the New Testament, the apostle Paul instructs, “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do 
what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord” (Romans 12:17–19). 

Scripture promises that God will punish evildoers (1 Thessalonians 4:6). 

God has also appointed government authorities to execute vengeance on His behalf:  
“The government is God’s servant working for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be 
afraid. The government has the right to carry out the death sentence. It is God’s servant, an avenger to 
execute God’s anger on anyone who does what is wrong” (Romans 13:4, GWT). 

Ultimately, the Lord is the Restorer and Redeemer of His people (Isaiah 41:14). 

In several places in Scripture, God is portrayed as the Avenger of Blood: “Rejoice, you nations, with his 
people, for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he will take vengeance on his enemies and make 
atonement for his land and people” (Deuteronomy 32:43; see also Judges 9:23–24; 2 Kings 9:7;      
Psalm 9:12; 79:10; Revelation 6:10; 19:2). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%208.18%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%203.27%E2%80%9330
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%2021.1%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2014.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%2014.8%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.17%E2%80%9319
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.6
https://biblia.com/bible/godsword/Rom%2013.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2041.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2032.43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%209.23%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%209.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%209.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2079.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%206.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%2019.2
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